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Dear Delegates,

It will be my pleasure to welcome the global community of researchers, 
policy makers and health industry representatives to the 
Annual Meeting of Health Technology Assessment International 2004.

Organizing such an important and prestigious event is a great achievement for the 
partner institutions. I am convinced that one would be hard-pressed to find a more
appropriate location for this meeting. This year, Poland will join the European Union,
among the other countries of the region whose economies and health systems are 
making every effort to better serve the needs of their populations. During this time, 
we have much to learn from each other within and beyond Europe, and 
I congratulate HTAi for choosing Poland as the host site for this key meeting.

From my understanding, the principles of HTA include increased transparency, 
fairness, justice and equity in access to health care and, ultimately, better living 
conditions for populations. These are the values I have been struggling to promote
throughout my life, both as the trade union "Solidarity" leader and as the President 
of the Republic of Poland. Thus, I deeply appreciate the opportunity to address those
values that should always be remembered, especially in the young democracies of 
the former communist countries, through my participation in the conference.

Therefore, please accept my best wishes for a successful and rewarding conference. 
I look forward to seeing you in Krakow, the former capital of the country whose 
devotion to freedom and social justice contributed so much to Europe of today. 

Sincerely yours, 

Lech Walesa

Welcome

HTAi 2004

Lech Walesa, 

former President of

Poland and honored

guest of the HTAi 2004

Annual Meeting 

organizers, will open

the Conference 

on Monday morning,

May 31, at the 

Cracow University 

of Economics. 
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Satellite Symposium of 
GlaxoSmithKline and Eli Lilly
May 30, 3 – 6 pm

Partnerships
to Evaluate & Establish 
the Value of Medicines
Chair: Adrian Towse, UK

This satellite symposium will tackle
the key questions of the role of
partnerships in evaluating and 
establishing the value of medicines.
This will involve representatives’
viewpoints from the patient, 
prescriber, decision-maker, 
pharmaceutical company, researcher
and HTA organization perspectives.  

Four presentations, featuring inter-
nationally recognized experts, will
address the following topics:  
• Advancing Technology 

for Optimal Health,
• Pharmacogenetics: 

Changing our World,
• The Role of Evidence 

in Technology Assessment,
• HTA & the Accession Markets.

The theme of the first session is
important and relevant to all groups
attending the conference.   
The presentation will focus on 
difficult questions pertaining to the
role of innovation, meeting the
needs of patients and society, as
well as measuring value.  The
second session will be devoted to
pharmacogenetics and how it is
changing the world of pharmaceuti-
cal development, in addition to
methods to assess value. 

The presenter will highlight issues
such as, how will the benefits of
focused therapy be rewarded and
how will HTAs review pharmacoge-
netic breakthroughs? The third 
session will explore the role of 
evidence in technology assessment.
The presenter will discuss the issues
of evidence in relation to clinical
comparisons: long term evidence,
market access evidence, and the
value of information evidence. 
With 10 countries joining the Euro-
pean Union, the final session will
target HTA activity in the accession
markets and the financing of 
innovation. 

In addition to the above sessions, 
a Q&A panel will be held at the end
of the satellite session.

Pre-conference Workshops
May 30, 9 am – 3 pm

The Pre-conference Program will
cover a range of HTA-related
methodological issues arising from
around the world. 
All participants attending the 
Annual Meeting may register for
pre-conference workshops. 

Please note that there is limited
space available in some workshops.
More information may be 
obtained from 
Dr. Magdalena Wladysiuk-Blicharz
(m.blicharz@hta.pl).  

1. Introductory course in Health
Technology Assessment
Chair: Clifford Goodman, USA 

For those who are new to HTA or
who seek a refresher course, this
workshop will offer a comprehensi-
ve introduction to the field. Topics
to be covered include: 1) HTA 
purposes and concepts, 2) the role
of HTA in health care policy, 
3) the evolving nature of health care
technology, 4) the properties and
impacts of technologies assessed; 
5) methods for synthesizing primary
and secondary evidence and inter-
preting their strengths, 6) the types
of economic analyses used in HTA,
7) frameworks for conducting HTA
and 8) current trends and 
challenges in HTA.

2. HTA in prevention and screening
Chair: David Banta, France

This workshop will review the basic
requirements forascreening program
to be introduced, and explore the
costs and benefits and the potential
harms of screening. Several exam-
ples will be used, such as mammo-
graphy screening for breast cancer,
and screening for prostate cancer.
The workshop will also review the
experiences of mass screening pro-
gramms at the national level in Hol-
land. Discussions will focus on the
evidence base for prevention and
screening and make use of exam-
ples and lessons learned by the US
Preventive Services Task Force.

3. Strategies for managing 
the diffusion of high cost 
diagnostic technology –
the case of PET scanning
Chair: Elizabeth Adams, USA

In this workshop, representatives
from the International Network of
Agencies for Health Technology
Assessment (INAHTA) will use 
positron emission tomography (PET)
to illustrate how healthcare systems
manage the introduction of a costly,
rapidly diffusing, and potentially
beneficial diagnostic technology.
INAHTA members will present 
survey results from a joint collabo-
ration on PET and case examples of
policy implementation, which 
include assessment strategies that
are helping to define PET’s benefit
to patient care. 

4. A regulatory framework for the
adoption and utilization of
medical devices
Chair: Michael Cheng, 
World Bank

This framework promotes a rational
way to ensure safe products on the
market and to appropriately adopt
and to effectively utilize medical
devices. Simplified regulatory or
policy-guiding principles will be
provided for the three phases of
medical devices: 
1) market availability, 
2) adoption/selection, and 
3) utilization/disposal. 
This framework will help health
workers and decision makers to
recognize the importance of a 
continuum of efforts to better
manage the global rapid growth of
medical devices that increasingly
compete for the limited healthcare
resources.

5. Industry collaboration in HTA
Chair: Alan Jones, UK 

This pre-conference workshop will
seek to address important issues
related to developing successful 
collaboration between private 
industry and the ‘HTA world’. 
It will further discuss how such 
collaboration can be viewed as
essentially positive and in the best
interest of both parties. It can be
argued that for both health 
technology assessment and health
technology appraisal to be most 
fruitful, collaborative working
amongst all stakeholders is 
essential. But what does such 
collaboration look like? Why are
there barriers to such collaboration? 
This session will give examples of
fruitful working and will examine

Sunday, May 30

Pre-Conference
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Two Satellite 
Symposia

are organized by
our Main sponsors:

GlaxoSmithKline
with Eli Lilly

and Merck & Co.
on May 30, 

from 3 pm to 6 pm

Lunch will be 
available 

30 minutes prior
to the satellite

session.



ways to overcome these barriers.
Speakers from HTA Agencies and
Industry will present their views and
describe their experiences with
regard to collaboration around HTA.

6. Training course in HTA 
information retrieval and
management skills
Chair: Elaine C. Alligood, USA 

This workshop presents, in two
parts, the current state-of-the-art 
in HTA information retrieval and 
Internet searching.  Topics to be
presented include: an overview of
the updated healthcare technology
assessment e-text, an introduction
to effective HTA online searching,
managing HTA citations, registering
and reporting search strategies,
along with plenty of time and
opportunity for questions, discus-
sions, and demos of reference
management software applications.
The afternoon session is a 3-hour
workshop on HTA on the Invisible
Web presented by Gary Price MLS,
a librarian, author, and consultant
on the Invisible Web.  Gary will
introduce participants to new
search engines and their technolo-
gies, offer practical tips and techni-
ques for searching HTA on the
Internet, and demonstrate solutions
to the problems encountered in
searching comprehensively and 
strategically for HTA information.

7. The use of HTA in private and
public health insurance
Chair: Mitchell Sugarman, USA

As economic challenges to health
care systems increase, so does the
pressure to ensure that resources
are spent on those technologies
that show the greatest benefit 
(cost-benefit). 
Systems can ill-afford to squander
resources on care which is 
ineffective or unproven, or worse,
harmful.  HTA offers the means to
determine which care will meet the
criteria of safety, effectiveness and
cost-effectiveness.  This program
will examine the role of HTA in the
private and public insurance
systems of the U.S., the U.K., and
other countries in Europe. Speakers
will be asked to focus on examples
of "what went right" and "what
went wrong."  They will also be
asked to observe "trends" in HTA
over time.

8. Impact of HTA in policy and
practice – the experiences of
the INAHTA Agencies
Co-Chairs:
Finn Børlum Kristensen, Denmark
and David Hailey, Australia

INAHTA Member Agencies are
responding to demand for evidence
of impact of HTA. Co-chaired by
Finn Børlum Kristensen, INAHTA
Board Chair, and David Hailey, Wor-
king Group Chair, this workshop will
include results of national impact
studies, discussions of how to mea-
sure impact, and an instrument
developed by INAHTA for measu-
ring impact with some preliminary
results.

9. Health care assessment – 
data and information 
management, lessons learned,
trends anticipated 
Chair: Jonathan Kay, UK

This is an international workshop
targeted at revealing possible ways
in which information and communi-
cation technologies may be used to
support real time assessment of
healthcare services. Efficient
management of information is 
central to modern healthcare, but
current evaluation of technological
changes in the management of
information lags behind evaluation
of medical interventions. This
workshop consists of two parts, a
presentation of 3 year results of
nationwide information manage-
ment, followed by managed 
"dissection" of errors, risks, impro-
vement and international collabora-
tion opportunities. All participants
will receive a comprehensive book
with underlying materials.

10. HTA in the evaluation 
of diagnostic technology
Chair: Andrea Horvath, 
Hungary 

The importance of diagnostic tests,
both clinically and in contributing
to healthcare costs, is increasingly
recognized. However, assessments
of the accuracy, usefulness, efficien-
cy and cost-effectiveness of tests
have lagged behind the assessment
of interventions. 
This workshop is aimed at those
undertaking or about to undertake
assessments of diagnostic tests or
screening tests. The workshop will

be practical, with the aim of helping
participants  improve their skills and
knowledge. 

11. Measuring health outcomes for
technology assessment: 
Reviewing the Options
Chair: Paul Kind, UK

This workshop is designed for those
concerned with the measurement of
health outcomes in all sectors of the
health care system, from the delive-
ry of health care to its evaluation. 
It will describe the principal metho-
dological steps in designing and
applying outcome measures in clini-
cal and economic evaluation and
review the main generic instru-
ments of health-related quality of
life (HRQoL) including SF-36, HUI
and EQ-5D. Practical examples of
technology assessment using these
measures based on published jour-
nal articles will be provided. On
completion of this workshop parti-
cipants should be familiar with all
relevant aspects of the use of these
measures.
Duration: 3 hours 
(2 Sessions of 1.25 hours with a 15
minute interval and 15 minute 
general discussion time).
Outcome measurement 
technologies II : EQ-5D in detail
This additional workshop segment
is intended for those people who
wish to acquire more detailed 
information on the development
and use of EQ-5D. 
Duration: 1.25 hours

Scientific Program
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Welcome reception

A welcome reception will be held 
in the Garden of the 
Archeological Museum 
(opposite to the Wawel Castle) 
on May 30, starting from 7 pm.

 



Plenary Session

Assessment in policy and practice
Chair: Krzysztof Landa, Poland
Speakers:
1. Egon Jonsson, WHO
2. Jacek Ruszkowski, Poland
3. Chris Henshall, UK
4. Barbara McNeil, USA

This session will review the deve-
lopment of HTA, the experiences
gained and its future challenges.
HTA initially grew from a need
recognised by researchers and 
policy makers concerned about the
effectiveness of health services.
During its 30 years of existence HTA
has expanded enormously, and has
gained a recognised place in health
policy making and practice and,
increasingly, in industry. 
The foundation of HTA is findings
from research, and its particular 
features are its broad scope and
focus on the policy issues facing
decision makers with responsibili-
ties for health care, businesses and
the economy. Aging populations
and soaring costs of health care are
prominent challenges in many
countries, while others face major
challenges in the organisation,
delivery and financing of health ser-
vices. At the same time, countries
are focusing increasingly on the im-
portance of innovative industries -
particularly in health care - for their
economies, and patients are
making increasing demands for
access to new and better treat-
ments. HTA is gradually broadening
its scope to address these issues,
and is moving also into issues of
public health, where health promo-
tion and disease prevention are in
focus. HTA is about value for money
in public health and health care;
equity, access and quality of care;
and balancing risks and benefit in
innovation. All of these issues will
be adressed in this session.

Parallel panel sessions 

1. HTA-based health services
Chair: Todd Herron, Canada
Speakers:
1. Andrew Dillon, UK
2. Bernhard Gibis, Germany
3. Isabelle Durand-Zaleski, France

Evidence based medicine is an
accepted foundation for clinical
practice essentially all over the
world. Health policy makers, how-
ever, have not, to the same degree,
adopted a philosophy of HTA-based
health services. HTAs are, by defini-
tion, policy oriented and could, in
principle,  serve as a foundation for
shaping health services at large. This
session will look at the challenges
and opportunities involved in crea-
ting HTA-based health services. 

2. HTA in the effective 
management and organisation
of health services 
Chair: Devidas Menon, Canada
Speakers:
1. Sadasivan Sivalal, Malaysia
2. Brendon Kearney, Australia
3. Les Levine*, Canada
4. Michael Gluck*, USA

It is now accepted that managers 
of health services delivery organiza-
tions and legislators have a need 
for HTA. In some countries, there
are processes and structures set up
to help meet this need.  These have
required consideration of aspects
such as scope, quality, and turna-
round time of reports, as well
mechanisms for implementation.  
In this session, speakers from North
America, Australia, and Asia will
report on their experiences.   

3. Achieving changes 
in clinical practice 
Chair: Mona Britton, Sweden
Speakers:
1. Frances Bunn,UK
2. David Hailey, Australia
3. Odd Søreide, Norway

Four different systematic reviews
will be presented, one example
from Cochrane, two HTAs in the
Nordic countries and one rapid HTA
report from Canada. Their impact
on clinical practice will 
be analyzed. Success and failure 
factors for implementation of 
evidence will be discussed within
the panel and with the audience.

4. HTA and health insurance
Chair: Barbara McNeil, USA

Speakers:
1. Pedro Koch, Switzerland
2. Elias Mossialos, UK
3. Mitchell Sugarman, USA
4. Joerg Lauterberg, Germany

Public and private health insurance 
companies are increasingly using scientific
evidence for decisions about reimburse-
ment.  Such stakeholders are turning to
HTA as a means of providing information
to aid decision-making around which 
technologies to pay for. This session will
review some actual experiences in the 
field and explore the future potential 
use of findings from HTAs in health 
insurance policy making.

Submitted paper sessions 

Medline, Cochrane and beyond    
Chair: Elaine C. Alligood, USA 

Impact of HTA 
reports on policy making
Chair: John Gabbay, UK

Methodological issues in HTA    
Chair: Reinhard Busse, Germany

Evaluation of medical devices    
Chair: Clifford Goodman, USA

Assessment of health promotion 
and disease prevention 
Chair: Steven Woolf, USA

Evaluation of pharmaceuticals I 
Chair: Jacek Splawinski, Poland

Effectiveness and cost-effectiveness 
of technologies in cardiology 
Chair: Olof Edhag, Sweden

Evidence-based practice 
guidelines/Quality of care I
Chair: Alicia Granados*, Spain

Poster sessions

HTA in complementary and 
alternative medicine 

Evidence-based practice 
guidelines/Quality of care

Assessment of diagnostic 
technologies    

Assessment of health promotion and
disease prevention    

Effective dissemination 
of HTA reports 

Impact of HTA reports on policy making   

Methodological issues in HTA

Monday, May 31

Scientific Program
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Opening session

Lech Walesa, 
Winner of the 1983

Nobel Prize 
in Peace 

and former 
President of Poland 

will welcome 
all delegates to the

Annual Meeting
during 

the Opening 
Ceremonies.

This year’s
Scientific Program 

will comprise
a series of 

plenary,
parallel panel, 

oral submitted
paper, 

and
poster sessions, 

as well as opening
and 

closing sessions.


